
 

  
 

Educational/Professional Memberships 

Bachelor of Laws (First Class Honours), University of Canterbury 
(Canterbury District Law Society Gold Medal for top graduate); 
Bachelor of Engineering (Civil), University of Canterbury 
Master of Business Administration, University of Western Australia 
(PA Consulting Group Prize for best performance in MBA course) 
Registered Construction Adjudicator in Western Australia, Northern Territory, Victoria, New South Wales 
Admitted as a Barrister and Solicitor in Supreme Court of Western Australia and High Court of Australia 
Admitted as a solicitor in England and Wales (2002-2012) 
Fellow, Chartered Institute of Arbitrators (UK) 
Director, Chartered Institute of Arbitrators (Australia) Limited (2016-2018) 
Member of Teaching Faculty, Chartered Institute of Arbitrators 
Chartered Arbitrator (UK) (from 2003) 
Fellow, Singapore Institute of Arbitrators (from 2003) 
Fellow, Institute of Engineers, Australia 
Chartered Professional Engineer (Ret) (from 1989) 
Founding member and council member of Singapore Construction Law Society (2002-2007, 2010-2012) 
Member, Australian Construction Law Society 

Current Position 

Independent Arbitrator and Adjudicator 

Professional Experience 

25 years as Barrister and Solicitor and arbitrator, specialising in complex international arbitrations, principally 
relating to construction projects, oil & gas, energy, supply contracts, infrastructure projects, and insurance 
issues, including as a Partner in international law firms in Singapore and Hong Kong from 1998 to 2012 
13 years as a consultant civil/structural engineer and project manager in Australia and New Zealand on large 
scale hydro-electric, mining, oil and gas, and industrial developments.  

Arbitration Experience 

Appointment as sole, panel, and emergency arbitrator in international arbitrations involving oil & gas, 
infrastructure, construction, commercial agreements, commodity agreements, and insurance issues, under 
UNCITRAL, SIAC, AIAC, RI, and ICC Rules, and appointed as arbitrator in two ICSID investor-state arbitrations. 
Listed on a number of arbitral panels, including SIAC, HKICA, JCAA, NZIAC, AIAC, and CIArb Presidential Panel 
Conduct of over 50 international arbitrations as solicitor/counsel of value up to US$2.2 billion in London, 
Singapore, Hong Kong, Tokyo, Kuala Lumpur, Bangkok, and Jakarta under institutional rules ICC, LCIA, SIAC, 
TAI, Bani, KLRCA, and ad-hoc arbitrations (UNCITRAL) involving oil & gas, rail, water supply, tunnels, 
commercial buildings, hotels, supply, process plants, hydro-electric, power plants, foundations, and mining.  

Publications 

Over 50 publications worldwide on arbitration law, international law, construction law, and aspects of dispute 
resolution, of which the most recent are “The Prevention Principle – A Further Australian Chapter”, 
International Construction Law Review, April 2018, “A Comparative Analysis of Joinder and Consolidation 
Provisions under Leading Arbitral Rules”, Journal of International Arbitration, April 2018, and “Latent 
Conditions and the Experienced Contractor Test”, International Construction Law Review, October 2016, and 
“The Emergence of Emergency Arbitration”, Arbitrator & Mediator Journal, December 2015. 

Languages 

English 
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Telephone +61 8 9286 3125 (B); +61 422 551 186 (M) 
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Email gordon.smithcharb@bigopnd.com 

Nationality/ Date of Birth New Zealand 


